
Chairman’s Report 2019 

Overall this year has been another very good year for our club. Both membership income and 

membership figures have seen significant improvement, with membership ending the year well over 

200, the highest for many years. Together with some team success and a welcome increase in the 

number of events we’ve held, has resulted in a feeling that we’re going in the right direction but 

there is still more to be done. 

Firstly, my thanks must go to my fellow committee members, coaching team and anyone who 

volunteered for the club this year. It is their commitment and enthusiasm that has been the main 

reason behind the improvements we have seen. The rest of the membership should be very 

appreciative of everyone who contributes to the ongoing improvements at the club. However, it is 

only a small proportion of the membership that contribute so to keep this up we need more people 

to volunteer and more people on the committee who are prepared to take on tasks. 

Talking of improvements, in 2020 we will be actively looking at what the priorities are for our next 

stage of development and ensure we have the funds in place to continue to keep what we have in 

good order. We will continue to encourage a zero single use plastic policy. We do not have a 

recycling facility at the club, so please take your plastic home and recycle it or better still don’t use it. 

We’ve had some senior team success this year, with the first team being promoted to Division 1 as 

champions. A great effort by everyone involved especially considering some of the availability issues 

we had. Also well done to our winners and finalists in both the junior and senior events, it was great 

to see the first junior tournaments for a few years. We now have new Junior committee and I look 

forward to that going from strength to strength. 

On the senior side well done to Mark Hughes, Men’s singles champion, Joe Ridings and Leyton 

Ainslie-Huffer, men’s doubles winners, Matt Golby and Liv Morris, mixed doubles winners and 

Rachel Gummery and Kate Gamblin, Ladies doubles winners.  

The number of events run in 2019 included Quiz nights, our second Bake Off, Junior Bowling 

evenings, The Christmas meal, Great British Tennis Weekend, parent/child tournament, an American 

tournament and more, all of which made a big contribution to the club. Also, the junior club nights 

continue to go from strength to strength. We will be reviewing what went well and what could be 

improved to have an even better line up of events for 2020. If anyone has any ideas of new events, 

please let us know. 

We are not a rich club and manage our finances tightly, we had no help from the LTA for our recent 

improvements so, despite, the increase in income and membership in 2019 we have to put every 

penny we can into the sinking fund to ensure we can continue to maintain and improve our facilities. 

Every new member means we can invest more in the long term. We need all members to spread the 

word, get more people involved and get more members. Getting to 220 plus members in 2020 will 

enable us to plan ahead with much more certainty and stability, so please let us know if you have 

any ideas about boosting membership or income.  

Finally, another word of thanks to the committee, in my 19 years as a member of this club this is one 

of the most committed and active committees I have known, thanks for your support, you are 

making a real difference. It is also great to add two more new committee members, taking up the 

roles of general secretary and treasurer respectively we welcome Jenny and David Harrison. Many 

thanks to Phil for all his work, not just as treasurer. I would also like to mention Ken, who is stepping 

down as overall secretary but retains his role as membership secretary. Ken has been an excellent 

secretary and it is great news that he will remain part of the committee going forward.  


